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Our Academic Vision is as follows:

✓ To EMPOWER our pupils to take their place in the global world they 

enter, and be constructive, fulfilled and caring participants in the 

shaping of what that world will become.

✓ They will be confident, self-motivated individuals who pursue 

excellence and whose habits of mind, enquiry and organization 

enable them to ENGAGE with people and communities in a 

sophisticated, multi-faceted and an intellectually alert way. 

✓ We want them to be EQUIPPED to approach a wide variety of 

situations knowledgeably, imaginatively and sensitively.
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SA CURRICULUM REGULATED BY THE DBE

NSC (DBE) NSC (IEB)

UNIVERSITIES
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WHY TAKE A LEVELS?

• Extension for our top boys

“What I find impressive is the primary emphasis is on analysis of the content, and probably most importantly 

learning to able to be expressive about the content. “

Philip Ballinger (Director of Admissions, University of Washington USA.)

“Cambridge students are very well-prepared for our curriculum and we find that they have a lot of 

confidence, but also they have good deep subject knowledge, and the ability to think critically.” 

Stuart Schmill (Dean of Admissions, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
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WHY OFFER A LEVELS?

• In depth studies and early specialization for those who have chosen careers already.

• Remain competitive.

• Entrance and funding into overseas universities.
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HOW?

Grade 10 continue as usual. 

Grade 11 choose NSC or A Level stream
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WHO?

• 75% overall average excluding LO.

• 75% minimum in Mathematics.

• 75% in  the subjects they wish to take.

• We will use June Exams results
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SUBJECT DETAILS

• Must offer course which provides SA exemption. 

• Five subjects needed (4 AS Levels and 1 IGCSE)

✓ IGCSE Afrikaans/ Or any SA language but NO IsiXhosa

✓ AS English Language & Literature combined course

✓ AS Mathematics

✓ Elective subject at AS Level

✓ Choice of three elective subjects 
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A LEVELS IN GRADE 12

• Need any 3 A levels, which have been covered at AS 

level.

• Can do 4 
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2023 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

AS Level is Grade 11
1

2
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NUMBERS TAKING UP A LEVELS 2023 
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CAUTIONS AND LESSONS LEARNT

1. Look closely at reasons for pupils choosing A levels stream.

BAD REASONS:

• To follow a teacher

• The idea that they don’t need to do Afrikaans.

• Fewer subjects looks like less work.

• Idea of just focusing on their interests.

• Want to study overseas. 

2. Points to emphasize:

• Cannot go back to NSC once A Levels chosen  (end of Term 1 

Grade 11 cutoff)

• It is pitched much higher than NSC and has high demands.
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FAQ
1. Can boys in  A Levels still participate in extra mural programme?

• We would expect them to

2. How do you allocate academic awards?

• Each stream has its own awards

3. How does A Levels fit into timetable?

• At the same time as other subjects

• Independent study in free lessons

4. Do teachers have to have a certain qualification to teach A Levels/ have completed 

compulsory training?

• No, but training is necessary and is excellent and available 

5. Do you have a special venue for the pupils doing A Levels to sit and do independent study?

• Not necessary with our school having work rooms in each house
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FAQ
6. How do you/parents manage the NSC results dropping because top pupils in A Levels?

• A levels come out before NSC so they market the two together eg 55 A’s for NSC Maths

and 10 A’s for A Level Maths.

7. Do pupils still do LO?

• No.

8. Do pupils still get a Bachelor’s Pass?

• It is not called a Bachelor’s Pass, but SA Exemption. It is equivalent.

9. When do they write examinations?

• There are examinations in March, June and October. We would participate in October 

sessions. Pupils could improve their Grade 11 AS results in March and June of Grade 

12. We would run internal prelims to provide examination rehearsal.
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FAQ
10. Cost : one – off R21000 over and above Bishops fees, excluding textbooks

WHAT NEXT?

1. Survey the interest by the end of this term.

2. Final decision to be made at the end of Term 2.

3. Boys can consult boys/staff on the programme.
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