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The broadcast will begin at 6pm







Overview
• Bishops Academics
• Grade 8 Laptops
• Assessment and reports
• My Bishopslife
• High School habits
• The BSU
• Mathematics
• Grade 9 and beyond
• How can you help?



BISHOPS ACADEMIC VISION
Our aim is to empower our pupils to take their 
place in the global world that they enter and be 
positive participants in the shaping of that 
world.

They will be self-motivated individuals who 
pursue excellence and engage with people and 
communities in a sophisticated way, and who 
approach situations knowledgeably, 
imaginatively and sensitively.



Intranet



BISHOPS ACADEMICS

4th Industrial Revolution

“We need to identify 
and emphasize that 
which differentiates 
us from robots and 
accentuate that which 
makes us human”



Critical competencies 



MyBishopsLife





MARKS
• Rolling Averages • Always visible

• All year

• Weightings 
change through 
the year

• Staff can add 
comments



ACADEMIC PLANNER



REPORTS
• Industry reports

• June and December reports

Pass requirements
English 50%
Afrikaans 40%
Mathematics 40%
Others…



HIGH SCHOOL HABITS
• Get involved – out of comfort zone

• Independence

• Self advocacy and self discipline

• Organisational skills: Macroplanner, Outlook 
calendar



BSU Website –
learning.bishops.org.za/bsu



BSU Staff

Pete Farlam
Head of BSU

Clinical Psychologist

Jeandre Gabriels 
BSU Administrator

Marileen Harrod
Educational 
Psychologist     

Academic Support                 
Co-ordinator

Angela Ledwidge
Academic Support 

Teacher



Genevieve During
BSU Ed Psych 

Intern

Yusrah Gamiet Petersen
BSU Ed Psych 

Intern



Services  bsu@bishops.org.za

• Emotional – Peter Farlam
• Counselling and crisis intervention
• Brief psychotherapy
• Arrange psychiatric, psychological assessments and 

referrals
• Consultations with parents
• Concussion testing
• Consultation with parents

mailto:bsu@bishops.org.za


Services  bsu@bishops.org.za

• Academic – Marileen Harrod, Jeandre Gabriels 

• Psychological and educational assessments and referrals
• Co-ordinate exam concessions and liaise with the WCED
• Psycho-education courses for parents & staff
• Consultations with parents
• Academic support in executive functioning skills, guidance 

and monitoring with the tutor. Individual tutoring is 
referred.

• Study Skills and preparation for exam workshops
• Career assessments for Gr 11 and Subject choice for Gr 9

mailto:bsu@bishops.org.za


MATHEMATICS

Mr Michael Vamvadelis







21 SERIOUSLY COOL CAREERS…
1. ANIMATOR

2. SPECIAL EFFECTS DIRECTOR

3. COMPUTER SCIENTIST

4. COMPUTER GAMES DESIGNER

5. FORENSIC SCIENTIST

6. ASTRONAUT

7. CRYPTANALYST

8. STATISTICIAN

9. ARCHICTECT

10. DOCTOR

11. FASHION DESIGNER

12. ASTRONOMER

13. SCIENCE JOURNALIST

14. METEOROLOGIST

15. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT

16. STOCKBROKER

17. INTERIOR DESIGNER

18. CAR DESIGNER

19. POLITICAL SCIENTIST

20. PETROLEUM ENGINEER

21. AERONAUTICAL ENGINEER

THAT NEED MATHS



• to provide stimulation at appropriate levels

• to challenge boys to understand & appreciate their strengths

• to encourage boys to recognize and overcome their 
weaknesses

• to empower boys with skills essential for academic success
in a rapidly changing world

24

GOALS
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COMMON CONCERNS
Homework can be frustrating

• it may be too difficult

• some boys don’t know where to start

• it may take too long

• poor organizational skills result in neglected homework

Common Tests and Exams

• may feel inaccessible

• results may be poor and lead to low self-esteem
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COGNITIVE LEVELS
across all grades

• Knowledge 20%

• Routine procedures 35%

• Complex procedures 30%

• Problem Solving 15%
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COMPLEX PROCEDURES



• There is often not an obvious route to the  solution

• Require conceptual understanding

• Learners are expected to solve problems by integrating

different topics.

COMPLEX PROCEDURES



PROBLEM SOLVING



• Non-routine problems (not necessarily difficult)

• Mainly unfamiliar

• Higher order reasoning and processes

• Interpreting and extrapolating from solutions obtained by
solving problems based in unfamiliar contexts.

30

PROBLEM SOLVING
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FORMATIVE
versus

SUMMATIVE
ASSESSMENT



• The goal is to monitor student learning to provide  ongoing 
feedback that can be used to improve teaching and learning & help 
students identify strengths and  weaknesses & target areas that 
need work

• provide feedback to allow for early intervention

• Formative assessments are generally low stakes, with a low point 
value

• At school level, formative assessments include tests,  
investigations, tutorials and assignments

32

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT



• The goal is to evaluate student learning at  the end of an
instructional unit by comparing it against some standard
or  benchmark

• At school level summative assessments are examinations

33

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT



Boys are expected to meet deadlines

• Dates for all assessments in 2021 are on the intranet

• Common tests can ONLY be written in their assigned
slots and cannot be “caught up”. Doctors notes are 
required 

• Investigations and assignments must be completed even if a 
boy is absent on the due date

• Validation Tests will be written on the day a boy returns to 
school

34

ASSESSMENTS



• Marks are updated regularly

• Weightings change constantly

• Parents can track marks on MyBishopsLife

35

ROLLING AVERAGES



Approximate breakdown of marks, by percentage

• November Exam (2 Papers) 60%

• June Exam (1 Paper) 16%

• Common Tests 12%

• Assignments 6%

• Investigations 6%

MORE tests are written than what is necessary

36

NOVEMBER REPORT WEIGHTINGS
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

• Advanced Programme Mathematics

• Maths Support

• Olympiads and Competitions

• Maths Society



GRADE 9 and BEYOND

• Grade 9 Big Ideas

• Research and information management skills

• Subject choice



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Be the parent 

• Give them opportunity to try/fail/succeed and 
to chat about it all



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
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The partnership



mvanschalkwyk@bishops.org.za

mharrod@bishops.org.za

mvamvadelis@bishops.org.za

mailto:mvanschalkwyk@bishops.org.za
mailto:mharrod@bishops.org.za
mailto:mvamvadelis@bishops.org.za
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