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Overview

• Bishops Academics

• Grade 8 Laptops

• Assessment and reports

• My Bishopslife

• High School habits

• The BSU

• Mathematics

• Grade 9 and beyond

• How can you help?



BISHOPS ACADEMIC VISION

✓ To EMPOWER our pupils to take their place in the global world 

they enter, and be constructive, fulfilled and caring participants in 

the shaping of what that world will become.

✓ They will be confident, self-motivated individuals who pursue 

excellence and whose habits of mind, enquiry and organization 

enable them to ENGAGE with people and communities in a 

sophisticated, multi-faceted and an intellectually alert way. 

✓ We want them to be EQUIPPED to approach a wide variety of 

situations knowledgeably, imaginatively and sensitively.



Intranet



BISHOPS ACADEMICS

4th Industrial Revolution

“We need to identify 
and emphasize that 
which differentiates 
us from robots and 
accentuate that which 
makes us human”



Critical competencies 



MyBishopsLifeBishops Diocesan College

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcollege.bishops.org.za%2FMyBishopsLife%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmvanschalkwyk%40bishops.org.za%7C981b3a6ce7534a71eff908d9e4b7699a%7C4274ff85dc364e55b36c6058ed8d1532%7C1%7C0%7C637792298667302036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=NAlLDGRfeqsdQxab7UBiGKpCn2wvoXjbbJm6VoGgLo0%3D&reserved=0




MARKS

• Rolling Averages • Always visible

• All year

• Weightings 

change through 

the year

• Staff can add 

comments



ACADEMIC PLANNER



REPORTS

• Industry reports

• June and December reports

Pass requirements

English 50%

Afrikaans 40%

Mathematics 40%

Others…



HIGH SCHOOL HABITS

• Get involved – out of comfort zone

• Independence

• Self advocacy and self discipline

• Organisational skills: Macroplanner, Outlook 

calendar, Management of a laptop



BSU Website – 

learning.bishops.org.za/bsu



BSU Staff

Pete Farlam

Head of BSU

Clinical Psychologist

Nicky Lewis 

BSU Administrator

Marileen Harrod

Educational 

Psychologist     

Academic Support                 

Co-ordinator



Cleo Albertus

BSU Ed Psych 

Intern

Caitlin Eagle 

BSU Ed Psych 

Intern 



Support 
Angela Ledwidge

Academic Support Teacher

Bev Morris                    

Life Orientation and 

Career Guidance



Services  bsu@bishops.org.za

• Emotional – Peter Farlam

• Counselling and crisis intervention

• Brief psychotherapy

• Arrange psychiatric, psychological assessments and 

referrals

• Concussion testing

• Consultation with parents

mailto:bsu@bishops.org.za


Services  bsu@bishops.org.za

• Academic – Marileen Harrod 

• Nicky Lewis – BSU administrator

• Bev Morris – Career consultation 

• Psychological and educational assessments and referrals

• Co-ordinate exam concessions and liaise with the WCED

• Psycho-education courses for parents & staff

• Consultations with parents

• Academic support in executive functioning skills, guidance and 
monitoring with the tutor. Individual tutoring is referred.

• Study Skills and preparation for exam workshops

• Career assessments for Gr 11 and Subject choice for Gr 9

• Career centre

mailto:bsu@bishops.org.za


Career Centre (Mon-Thurs 13:00 to 16:00)
• Career guidance and support for boys and parents

• Assistance with subject choice or changes

• Support with overseas or local tertiary institution applications

• Career assessment debrief

• Supply of resources (available online, in the career library, via presentations at 

Career Forum meetings or at the annual career expo)

• bmorris@bishops.org.za





MATHEMATICS

Mr Michael Vamvadelis
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COGNITIVE LEVELS   

      across all grades

• Knowledge   20%

• Routine procedures 35%

• Complex procedures 30%

• Problem Solving  15%



23



GRADE 9 and BEYOND
• Grade 9 Big Ideas

• Research and information management skills

• Subject choice

• A Levels

• New 21st Century building for Academics



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Be the parent 

• Give them opportunity to try/fail/succeed and 

to chat about it all



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
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The partnership



mvanschalkwyk@bishops.org.za

mharrod@bishops.org.za

mailto:mvanschalkwyk@bishops.org.za
mailto:mharrod@bishops.org.za
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